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Aims 

Oldbrook First  School and Nursery believes t hat  every pupil has an ent it lement  t o develop t o  t heir full 

pot ent ial and is commit t ed t o meet ing t he needs of all pupils, including t hose wit h  special 

educat ional needs or disabilit ies (SEND). There is a shared expectat ion t hat  all pupils, regardless of 

t heir specif ic needs, should be offered inclusive t eaching which will enable t hem t o make t he  best  

possible progress in school and feel t hat  t hey are a valued member of t he wider school communit y. 

We aim t o provide high qualit y provision t o meet  t he needs of children and young people wit h SEN. 

We believe t hat  every child should enjoy t heir educat ion and be happy, healt hy and safe at  school. 

We will value our children for t heir individualit y, cult ure and herit age. We are commit t ed t o p roviding 

a place of excellence wit h high st andards.  Children will learn how t o learn as well as acquire 

knowledge. They will have t he opport unit y t o achieve t heir full potent ial in t heir academic, creat ive, 

emot ional and social, physical, moral and spirit ual development . Learning will be recognised and 

celebrat ed by children and adult s. The learning experience and environment  will be creat ive, 

challenging, excit ing, st imulat ing, relevant  and forward t hinking.  Our school will always be a caring 

place where children and adult s make a valuable cont ribut ion and are inspired t o be creat ive, t hink 

for t hemselves and feel conf ident  t o meet  new challenges. We believe effect ive partnerships 

between children, st aff , parent s, governors and t he wider communit y are cent ral t o t he success of our 

children. 

SEND Object ives at  Oldbrook First  School and Nursery 

• To work wit hin t he guidance provided in t he SEND Code of Pract ice, 20 14 

• To provide inclusive qualit y f irst  t eaching for all pupils. 

• To ensure t hat  t ransit ion bet ween Preschool/ Nursery, Early Years Foundat ion St age, Key 

St age One and on t o M iddle 

for appropriat ely. 

•  

• To ensure provision is made for ident if ied children t o enable t hem t o access t he full school 

curriculum, including t he Early Years Foundat ion St age Prof ile and Nat ional Curriculum. 

• 
addit ional t o t hose of t heir peers. 

•  

•  

• . 

• To cont inually enhance st aff  knowledge and skills t hrough a planned programme of cont inuing 

professional development  (CPD) result ing in st aff  being reflect ive and effect ive pract it ioners. 
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• To make rapid progress enabling any gaps in learning t o be closed and t o sust ain t his progress. 

• To cont inue t o provide a Special Educat ional Needs Coordinat or who will work wit h t he SEN 

Inclusion Policy. 

• To value and encourage t he cont ribut ion of all children t o t he life of t he school 

Def init ion of  SEN: 

As st ated in t he Special Educat ion Needs Code of Pract ice 20 14 

t hey have a learning dif f icult y or disabilit y which calls for special educat ional provision t o be made 

 

a young person has a learning dif f icult y or disabilit y if he or she: 

has a significant ly great er dif f icult y in learning t han t he majorit y of ot hers of t he same age, or has a 

disabilit y which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilit ies of a  kind generally 

provided for ot hers of t he same age in mainst ream schools or mainst ream post -  

Children have special educat ional needs if  t hey have a learning dif f icult y which calls for special 

educat ional provision t o be made for t hem. 

Children have a learning dif f icult y if  t hey: 

a) have a significant ly great er dif f icult y in learning t han t he majorit y of children 

of t he same age; or 

(b) have a disabilit y which prevent s or hinders t hem from making use of 

educat ional facilit ies of a kind generally provided for children of t he same age in schools wit hin t he 

area of t he local educat ion aut horit y 

(c) are under compulsory school age and fall wit hin t he def init ion at  (a) or (b) above or would so do if 

special educat ional provision was not  made for t hem 

SEN CoP 1:3 

The cat egories of Special Educat ional Needs are 

• Communicat ion and Int eract ion 

• Cognit ion and Learning 

• Social, Ment al and Emot ional Healt h 

• Sensory and/ or Physical needs 

Ident ifying children wit h Specia l Educat ional Needs 

At  Oldbrook First  School and Nursery all pupils receive good qualit y personalised t eaching and 

adjust ment s or int ervent ions where necessary. 
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All t eachers are responsible and accountable for t he progress and development  of t he pupils in t heir 

class, including where pupils access support  from t eaching assist ant s or specialist  st aff . 

High qualit y t eaching, dif ferent iat ed for individual pupils, is t he f irst  st ep in responding t o pupils who 

have or may have SEN. 

At  Oldbrook First  School and Nursery we regularly and carefully review t he qualit y of t eaching for all 

pupils, including t hose at  risk of underachievement . The progress of every child is monit ored and 

discussed at  half  t ermly pupil progress meet ings where children are ident if ied as not  making  progress 

in spit e of qualit y f irst  t eaching wit h t he Head Teacher and SENCo. Children of concern are also 

discussed at  weekly st aff  meet ings. A plan of  act ion is t hen agreed. This includes reviewing and, 

pupils and t heir knowledge of t he SEN most  frequent ly encount ered. Teachers are closely support ed 

in t his process by t he SENCO. 

When deciding which children need special educat ional provision we involve t he t eacher and SENCO 

and consider all of  t he informat ion gat her

alongside nat ional dat a and expectat ions of progress. This includes high qualit y and accurat e 

format ive assessment , using effect ive t ools and early assessment  mat erials. 

Once provision for t hese ident if ied children is reviewed, resources or ot her aids may be put  in place t o 

help t hem make progress. Parents will be involved in t hese discussions and t heir views sought . If  a 

child cont inues t o make less t han expected progress despit e several ‘plan do and re

t aking place, t he school may seek advice from out side agencies. 

Should children be making, or are at  risk of making, less t han expected progress due t o a disabilit y or 

medical condit ion, a review of t heir provision should be made and advice sought  if  necessary. This is 

t o ensure any barriers t o learning are removed or minimised as soon as possible. 

Depending on t he advice of out side professionals t op up funding or an Educat ion and Healt h Care 

Plan may be sought  t o ensure t he child has access t o all t hey require t o make progress. 

We use t he code of pract ice crit eria when making a decision t o place a pupil on t he SEN regist er 

using t he ASSESS – PLAN -  DO – REVIEW cycle. 

Parents, families, and children are at  t he heart  of t his process. 

M anaging pupils needs on t he SEND regist er 

If  a child is ident if ied as having a Special Educat ional Need or Disabilit y, t he following process will 

occur: 

• D register and t he parent s will be informed. The  

SEND register is t he responsibilit y of t he SENCO. 

• A support  

SENCO. 

• The personal plan will be shared wit h t he child and parents. 
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• Int ervent ions may be put  in place t o support  t he child in addit ion t o high qualit y t eaching. This 

will be document ed on t he support  plan n map. 

• At  t he beginning and end of an intervent ion an ent ry and exit  t est  will t ake place t o ensure 

t hat  t he int ervent ion helps t o achieve rapid progress against  out comes. 

• Records of provision and progress will be kept , monit ored and reviewed. 

•  

• Next  steps will be decided according t o t he out come of t he int ervent ion. 

For higher levels of need or where t he school is unable t o fully meet  t he needs of t he child, 

arrangements may be made t o draw upon more specialised assessment s from ext ernal agencies and 

professionals. 

The pupil and t heir parent s will be involved t hroughout  t he ent ire process. 

Crit eria for exit ing t he SEND regist er 

If  it  is considered t hat  t he child no longer needs support  t hat  is addit ional t o or dif ferent  from t he 

current  educat ional provision, t hen a decision may be made t o remove t he child from t he SEND 

regist er. Parents will be fully involved in t his decision. The child will t herefore cont inue t o receive high 

qualit y t eaching t hat  is dif ferent iated and personalised wit hin t he classroom set t ing. 

Teaching and learning  

The school believes t hat  all children learn best  wit h t he rest  of t heir class. Our aim is for all  children t o 

be working in class, at  t he cusp of t heir pot ent ial. When allocat ing addit ional  Teaching Assist ant  

support , our focus is on out comes. We aim to put  in suff icient  support  t o enable t he child t o reach 

t heir challenging t arget s, but  wit hout  developing a learned  dependence on an adult . 

The school has a range of int ervent ions available which are list ed on a provision map. When 

considering an intervent ion, t he school l  order t hat  we can 

select  t he intervent ion which is best  mat ched t o t he child. 

Int ervent ions are oft en crucial in closing at t ainment  gaps and are monit ored closely by bot h  t he class 

t eacher who monit ors progress t owards t he t arget s during t he intervent ion and by  t he SENCo who 

monit ors overall progress aft er t he int ervent ion. 

Assessment  procedures 

All children deserve t o have t heir achievements and progression recognised and t he 

 curriculum ref lect s t he dif ferent  levels of at t ainment  likely t o be achieved. 

All t eachers monit or and review pupil progress using t he nat ional end of key st age  assessment  

procedures. 

➢ Children in t he Early Years Foundat ion St age are assessed against  t he Development  Mat ters 

expected age bandings. Those t hat  are significant ly below t heir age expect at ions by t he end 
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of t he year are reviewed individually t o ascert ain t he reasons for t his and t o respond 

accordingly. 

➢ Children in year 1 and 2 are assessed in each subject  as t o whet her t hey are beginning, wit hin 

or secure each area of t he curriculum. Again, t hose t hat  do not  progress are discussed during 

Pupil Progress Meet ings and act ion t aken where appropriate. 

➢ Children ident if ied as having SEND will cont inue t o be assessed using t he EYFS curriculum and 

Development  Mat t ers or Aspect s of Engagement  Model as necessary, if  t hey are unable t o 

access t he KS1 curriculum. 

Underachievement  is ident if ied as early as possible t hrough t eacher referral, addit ional  assessments 

using st andardised reading and non-verbal reasoning t est s. Pupils are set  individual challenging 

t arget s, which address t he area of underachievement . Pupil progress is monit ored and reviewed 

t ermly. 

If  children are t aking part  in a specif ic int ervent ion t hey may be assessed using dif ferent  crit eria t o 

measure t he impact  of t hat  specif ic int ervent ion. For example, aft er t aking part  in a reading 

int ervent ion t he colour of book level t he child is reading may be t he most  relevant  data. The impact  

of t he intervent ion, alt hough signif icant  may not  immediately t ranslat e t o moving up t he key st age 

levels, t herefore t he book level shows progress in a more relevant  way. 

Access t o ext ra - curricular act ivit ies 

All of our children have equal access t o aft er school clubs which develop engagement  wit h t he wider 

curriculum. Where necessary, we make accommodat ion and adapt at ion t o meet  t he physical and 

learning needs of our children. 

Class t rips are part  of our curriculum and we aim for all children t o benefit  from t hem. No child is 

excluded from a t rip because of t heir special educat ional needs, disabilit y or medical needs. If  a child 

needs t o have a higher level of one t o one support  t hen parent al support  may be request ed t o ensure 

t he child s safet y and enjoyment  whilst  on t he t rip. 

Transit ion Arrangement s 

We underst and how dif f icult  it  is for children and parents as t hey move int o a new class or a  new 

school and will do what  we can, according t o t he individual needs of t he child, t o make  t ransit ions 

int o school, between classes and leaving school as smoot h as possible. Enhanced t ransit ion 

arrangements are t ailored t o meet  individual needs. This may  include; 

• Addit ional meet ings for t he parent s and child wit h t he new teacher 

• Addit ional visit s t o t he classroom environment  in order t o ident ify where t he t oilet s are, where t he 

pegs are et c. 

• Opport unit ies t o t ake phot ographs of key people and places in order t o make a t ransit ion  booklet . 
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If  required, t he feeder school SENCo is invit ed t o Annual Reviews and ot her review meet ings. 

Addit ional t ransit ion arrangements may be made at  t hese reviews e.g. ext ra visit s, t ravel  and 

t raining. 

Parent a l Involvement  

At  Oldbrook First  School and Nursery parents are seen as part ners and t heir views, aspirat ions and 

hopes for t heir child will always be valued. We believe parents know t heir children bet t er t han anyone 

and are invaluable sources of informat ion which may help us ident ify what  possible barriers t o 

learning t heir child may be facing. We aim t o have good and informat ive  relat ionships wit h all our 

parent s. If  parent s have concerns about  t heir child t hey  should speak t o t heir class t eacher f irst  who 

may t hen direct  t hem t o t he Inclusion Manager. Parents of children who are ident if ied as having 

t he effect iveness of t he provision put  in place for t hem. Parent s, staff  and t he child will t hen work 

t oget her t o agree furt her st rat egies t hat  will help t he child make progress. 

If  a parent  has concerns or would like furt her support  t he school will signpost  t hem t o t he SEND 

Informat ion, Advice and Support  Service (SEND IAS). 

Support ing pupils and families 

A copy of our SEND Informat ion Report  can be found on our school websit e. It  out lines in furt her 

det ail t he provision at  Oldbrook School. 

ht t ps:/ / www.oldbrookschool.co.uk/ about -us/ policies/  

: 

ht t ps:/ / www.milt on-keynes.gov.uk/ schools-and- lifelong- learning/ send- local-offer 

The purpose of t he local offer is t o enable parents and young people t o see more clearly  what  

services are available in t heir area and how t o access t hem. It  includes provision from  birt h t o 25, 

across educat ion, healt h and social care. 

Support ing pupils at  school w it h medical condit ions 

Oldbrook First  School and Nursery recognises t hat  pupils at  school wit h medical condit ions should be 

properly supported so t hat  t hey have full access t o educat ion, including school t rips and physical 

educat ion. Some children wit h medical condit ions may be disabled and where t his is t he case t he 

school will comply wit h it s dut ies under t he Equalit y Act  20 10 . 

Some may also have special educat ional needs (SEN) and may have Educat ion, Healt h and Care 

(EHC) plan which brings t oget her healt h and social care needs, as well as t heir special educat ional 

provision and t he SEND Code of Pract ice (20 14) is followed. 

The school will work closely wit h parents and out side agencies t o support  pupils wit h medical 

condit ions. They will hold a healt h care planning meet ing wit h t he appropriat e healt h care 

https://www.oldbrookschool.co.uk/about-us/policies/
https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/schools-and-lifelong-learning/send-local-offer
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professionals and will where appropriate ensure t hat  st aff  is given appropriate t raining t o support  

t he pupil wit h t heir needs.  Training will be in line wit h t he child s needs under lat est  published 

guidance by DfE. 

Guidance published in Sept ember 20 21 aims t o ensure t hat  all children and young people in M ilt on 

Keynes of st at ut ory school age, who are unable t o at t end school or educat ional set t ing because of 

healt h reasons, cont inue t o have access t o as much educat ion as t heir healt h condit ion allows, so 

t hat  t hey are able t o maint ain t he momentum of t heir educat ion.  Addit ionally, it  aims t o ensure t hat  

M ilt on Keynes Local Aut horit y, Educat ion and Healt h Services have t he capacit y t o deliver 

consult ant , t hat  t hey will be away from school for 15 working days or more, whet her consecut ive or 

cumulat ive, wit hin an academic year. 

Children and young people who are unable t o at t end school for healt h reasons include t hose wit h:  

• Physical healt h issues  

• Physical injuries  

• Ment al Healt h problems, including anxiet y issues  

• Emot ional dif f icult ies, including emot ionally based school at t endance issues  

• Progressive condit ions  

• Terminal illness  

• Chronic illnesses 

General Princip les  

• All M ilt on Keynes children and young people (aged 4-18 years, or up t o 25 years if  t hey have an 

Educat ion, Healt h and Care Plan) who are unable t o at t end t heir school or educat ional set t ing 

because of healt h reasons, should not  be at  home wit hout  access t o educat ion for more t han 15 

working days (consecut ive or cumulat ive) in an academic year  

• Where a healt h need (physical or ment al) is creat ing a barrier t o learning, t he child/ young person s 

needs will be met  t hrough t he school s designat ed resources wherever possible. 

Furt her det ails on t his policy document  can be read alongside t he st at ut ory guidance produced by 

t he DfE: ‘Ensuring a good educat ion for children who cannot  at t end school because of healt h 

needs.  Stat ut ory Guidance for Local Aut horit ies–J a

ht t ps:/ / www.gov.uk/ government / publicat ions/ educat ion- for-children-wit h-healt h-needs-who-

cannot -at t end-school 

However, where t his is not  possible and where absence is signif icant , a part nership approach t o 

resourcing will be necessary bet ween t he school and t he LA.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-for-children-with-health-needs-who-cannot-attend-school
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-for-children-with-health-needs-who-cannot-attend-school
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• Part nership working bet ween Milt on Keynes families, schools /  educat ional set t ings (including 

nurseries, pre-schools, college et c.), t he Local Aut horit y and Healt h Services is vit al in ensuring t hat  

children/ young people wit h healt h needs receive appropriate educat ion in a t imely manner and 

t hat  t hey are supported in t heir reint egrat ion back int o t heir originat ing school/ educat ional set t ing 

as and when t hey are well enough.  This may, where appropriat e, include remot e/ online learning as 

part  of t heir educat ion  

• Children/ young people admit t ed t o hospit al out side of M ilt on Keynes will receive educat ion as 

det ermined appropriat e by t he medical professionals and hospit al school t uit ion t eam at  t he 

hospit al concerned. 

Children/ young people wit h SEND in Milt on Keynes who also have healt h needs will have EHC Plans 

or SEN Support  Plans and will cont inue t o receive Annual Reviews or equivalent  for SEND Support  

organised by t he school. LA SEND Services may also be support ing t hose children/ young people wit h 

EHC plans and Social Care needs. These children/ young people will have an Individual Healt h Plan 

(IHP) developed and maint ained by t heir school specif ically for t heir healt h needs in relat ion t o t heir 

educat ion and t he school  should be regularly involved in liaison between t he school and LA 

SEND Services. 

Roles and Responsib ilit ies 

The class t eacher is responsib le for : 

• Adapt ing and ref ining t he curriculum t o respond t o st rengt hs and needs of all pupils t hrough 

daily dif ferent iat ion and qualit y f irst  t eaching. 

• Checking on t he progress of all children, ident ifying and planning t he delivery of any  addit ional 

support . 

• Cont ribut ing t o devising personalised learning journeys t o priorit ise and focus on t he  next  steps 

required for t he child t o make progress. This includes collat ing t he views of t he child and parent  

int o forming t he out comes of t he Child Cent red Reviews. 

• Raising a

before. 

• Complet ing appropriate assessment s such as t he FACT, FACT+, sensory checklist s et c. 

• Implement ing t he advice and t arget s from out side agencies such as speech t herapist s, t he 

Inclusion and Int ervent ion t eam and Educat ional Psychologist s. 

• To maint ain and review t he provision map half  t ermly t o ref lect  ident if ied support  and progress 

made. 

•  

 



 

 

Together we make the difference 
 

The Specia l Educat ional Needs Coordinat or (SENCo) is responsib le for: 

•  policy 

• Ensuring st aff  are ut ilised t o t he greatest  effect  and t o ensure intervent ions are showing impact  

 

• Ensuring t hat  parent s a  t he 

curriculum and kept  informed about  t he range and level of support  offered t o t heir child 

• Liaising wit h a range of agencies who can offer advice and support  t o help pupils overcome any 

dif f icult ies 

• Providing specialist  advice and facilit at ing t raining t o ensure t hat  all st aff  are skilled and 

conf ident  about  meet ing a range of needs 

The Head Teacher is responsib le for : 

• The day t o day management  of all aspect s of t he school, including t he provision made for pupils 

wit h SEND 

• Managing and providing t he resources, administ rat ive and professional support  necessary for t he 

SENCo t o carry out  t heir dut ies 

• Provide opport unit ies for t he professional development  of t he SENCo 

• Monit or t he effect iveness of t he SEND Policy and it s implement at ion 

• At t end review meet ings, where necessary 

• Evaluat e t he effect iveness of t he SEND provision in relat ion t o raising st andards for all children. 

The SEND Governor – is responsib le for: 

• Support ing school t o evaluat e and develop qualit y SEND provision and monit or t he impact  of 

provision for pupils with SEND across t he school. 

Professional development  

Our SENCo has achieved t he Post  Graduate Nat ional Award for Special Educat ional Needs Co-

ordinat ion and t akes advant age of relevant  up- t o-date t raining t o support  her role. 

Our t eachers and t eaching assist ant s have collect ively received t raining focusing on a range of 

dif ferent  areas of SEND, for example dyslexia and at t achment . The SENCo leads whole school 

t raining on specif ic areas of SEND and has guest  present ers in during t he school year t o deliver ot her 

aspect s of SEND t raining. 

Our Teaching Assist ant s have been t rained in a range of dif ferent  1:1, small group and whole school 
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init iat ives t hat  support  t heir day- t o-day role. This includes a range of dif ferent  Mat hs and English 

int ervent ions, for example Numicon, 1st  Class at  Number, Reading Recovery and Let t ers and Sounds, 

but  also programmes focusing on areas such as f ine and gross motor skills and sensory, for example 

Rainbow Road, Writ e Dance, TACPAC and Funky Fingers. Alongside t hose run int ervent ions t o support  

t he development  of social skills and emot ional st abilit y, such as Talking Partners, Drawing for Talking 

and Lego Therapy. 

 

Rachael Dunkley 

November 20 23 

SEND Cycle 

Expect ed pat h if  child cont inues t o make insuff icient  progress and barriers t o learning are not  

adequat ely dealt  wit h t hrough qualit y f irst  t eaching and limit ed t argeted support . 

A child can leave t his process at  any point  if  t he barriers t o t heir leaning are overcome. Not  all 

children will require t op up funding or an EHCP. This is not  t he ‘goal  of being on t he SEND plan. The 

goal is t o address a child s needs as early and eff icient ly as possible t o enable t hem t o progress in line 

wit h t heir peers. For some children t his will be a short  cat ch-up intervent ion t o f ill in gaps or embed a 

part icular concept . Other children may require long t erm highly personalised support  but  t his will be 

f it  is felt  t his is what  is required if  a child has long t erm 

and complex needs. 

St rat egies t o remove barriers t o learning and t he assessment  of t hese will t ake place t hroughout  t he 

following process. 

 

 


