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Year 2 Autumn 2 –  Space 
English: This half term our focus will be upon Non-Fiction reading and writing. We will be learning to write an explanation text and a non-chronological report. The children will read and identify the features of non-fiction texts, such as titles, heading, sub-headings, labels, captions, questions. 
Maths: We will be learning to use repeated addition as multiplication, and repeated subtraction as division. We will be learning to identify fractions one half and one quarter of a whole. We will be learning to use mental strategies to add and subtract numbers. The children will learn to use the measurements related to height, weight, capacity and time. 
Computing: We will be learning about algorithms. The children will develop their understanding of what algorithms are. They will then use this new learning to follow, create and debug their own algorithms, thinking about what went well and what they need to change for next time.
Science: We will be learning about Space. We will explore scientific testing and learn about scientists who have investigated space. We will also learn to plan and carry out a fair test. The children will be describing different materials and their properties, and carrying out investigations to test different surfaces. 
History: In History we will be learning to use the words related to the passing of time, to ask and answer questions about the past, and represent it in different ways. We will learn about scientists from the past. We will also study an important historic event from the past in detail, the International Space Race. The children will be researching this event and using their new learning to order the important events from this in chronological order.

RE: In our RE learning we will find out about the festivals of Diwali, Hanukah and Christmas. We will hear stories relating to these festivals and learn how they are celebrated.
Art: During art this half term we will focus upon printing and developing skills in marbling to create different effects.  
PSHE: This half term the topic is ‘Good to Be Me!’  We will be talking about what we are good at and proud of.  We will be thinking about what makes us happy and sad and what we can do to help ourselves and others when upset. We will also learn what it feels like to be relaxed, anxious and worried.
PE: We will be doing Gymnastics this half term and developing our skills and stamina when jumping, rolling, balancing and travelling. 
Music: Our topic is called seasons and the children will be learning to recognise and copy various pitches. They will also be working with a specialist teacher to learn songs related to our topic. 
How you can help your child this half term:

· Please make sure they have their PE kit in school all week. If your child is in an after school club that they need their PE kit for, please make sure they bring it back the following day. Children will still need a t-shirt, pair of shorts, jogging bottoms and plimsolls or trainers.  Our P.E. will usually be on Tuesdays and Fridays. If your child wears earrings can you please take them out on these days.
· Encourage your child to read each night. Also, continue to read to them. Comprehension is a big focus so remember to keep asking your child questions about what they have read. Regular practice really does make a difference.  Try to encourage your child to talk about what they’ve read and their opinions of it. Remember to write in their reading record every day when you hear them read.
· Continue supporting the children with their weekly home learning which is based on topics we are doing in school. The home learning books also contain a list of words which you could practice spelling with your child at any time. There are also number facts to learn. 
· Look in your child’s book-bag regularly for letters and information from school. 

Please feel free to see us about any concerns or questions you may have. Thank you again for your continued support and cooperation.  

Mrs Helen Hailes – Frogs Class Teacher

Miss Sam Grainger – Dragonflies Class Teacher

Mrs Rebecca Blakesley – Year 2 Teaching Assistant 
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